Installed by Refrigeration Technology Inc., the system logs
and reports data on a real time basis from our winery
computer. The computer controls electronic valves on each
of the tanks and permits us to contol the tank temperatures to
within one-tenth of a degree. If the temperatures need
adjusting we can do so remotely and if they get out of range
we receive an immediate alarm.
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Additional Vineyard Leased.
We recently added 3
additional acres of exceptional Cabernet Sauvignon producing
land to our portfolio; enough to produce 12 tons of grapes and
about 625 cases of wine. The property is adjacent to our
existing vineyard and is leased on a long term basis. As a
result of the location and the length of the lease, the property
can be considered part of our “estate” and the wine produced
from the property can be considered “Estate Produced and
Bottled.”
MEET THE TEAM
Kian Tavakoli – Winemaker. Beginning in 2014 Kian
Tavakoli, who had been our wine making consultant, was
named Winemaker and took over all wine-making and
blending responsibilities. Kian has a well-established history
and background in Napa winemaking. After graduating from
UC Davis in 1992 he was fortunate to get his first job as an
Enologist at Opus One where he spent 4 years managing their
winemaking laboratory. His next move was to French owned

Upcoming Release Dates:
2011 Piaceré Cabernet
Just Released
2011 Concerto ToKalon Cabernet
Just Released
2014 Scherzo Cabernet Rosato
May 2015
2013 Vivacé Ermitage Blanc
May 2015
2012 Adagio Proprietary Blend Red Wine
Oct. 2015
2012 Mozart Estate Reserve Merlot
January 2016

WHAT’S NEW AT KITCHAK CELLARS
New Computer Controls for Fermentation Vats. Our
Fermentation Vats are now all internet based computer
controlled. We are now able to monitor and control
fermentation temperatures 24 hours per day…from anywhere
in the world, from any other computer, and from our IPhones.

Winemaker Kian Tavakoli

Winery Tank Control Computer

Clos du Val winery in Napa where he spent 6 years as
associate winemaker and 2 years as winemaker in charge of
their very successful Bordeaux varieties program. Then in
2005 Kian was named Head Winemaker at Crushpad, where
we met him and where he helped grow that business to
production of more than 45,000 cases in 2008. In 2012 he left
Crushpad to start his own consulting business and continues to
consult with a number of wineries in Napa, Sonoma and
elsewhere in California. Kian, who has been influencing our
wines since the very beginning says, “My philosophy as a
winemaker is to be a guide to the grapes, bringing out their

full potential in producing world class wines; always seeking
balance and refinement that is complimented with power,
and both varietal and site expression to their fullest. We are
fortunate at the Kitchak Cellars Estate to have exceptional
terroir on the Silverado Bench and a Vineyard Manager and
team that can give us, year in and year out, exceptional
grapes to make our wines. We expect our wines to stand
shoulder to shoulder with not just the best wines of the Napa
Valley, but also with the best wines in the world.” Kian lives
in Napa with his wife Erika, Daughters Kayla (12), Kira (9)
and son Niko (6). 2015 will be his 24th Harvest.

2011 VINTAGE NOTES
March 2015 marks the release of the 2011 Concerto –
ToKalon Vineyard Cabernet and the 2011 Piaceré Lake
Cynthia Estate Cabernet. Both Piaceré and Concerto
are “diamonds” from what was for many growers and
winemakers a very difficult year. Temperatures were the
second coolest on record in the Napa Valley and many
(perhaps even most) wineries produced vegetal, rough
wines. Our yields, particularly from the ToKalon
vineyard, were only one half of normal and thus we
don’t have as much of either wine as we would have
liked. Nevertheless, our rigorous sorting and careful
winemaking techniques helped us produce two of the
stars of the vintage. And the most fascinating thing is
that the wines are far more “Bordeaux like” than wines
typically made in the Napa Valley. While we are not
exactly sure whether that is a big positive or not, perhaps
it would be more politically correct to say that both
wines are much more like the Napa Wines of the 1970’s
and 1980’s.
CLIMATE CHANGE IN NAPA VALLEY?
We recently analyzed the changes in temperature during the
growing season to see just how much it varied, if at all, over
the last 15 years. Since the turn of the century, 2014 was the
warmest ever. In analyzing the temperatures, we calculated the
average daily high during the typical growing season, April 1st
to October 15. We also calculated the average low and the
daily average. The average daily high for the 15 year period
was 80.7 and the average daily low was 47.9, resulting in an
average daily temperature variation of 32.8 degrees. 2014 had
the highest average high at 82.4 degrees and the average low
was the 2nd highest for the period. Only 2006 had a higher
average low, and only by one tenth of a degree. The average
median daily temperature of 65.0 degrees was also the highest

ever. Incidentally, the year before, 2013, was the tied for the
third warmest during the 15 year period with 2004 being only
one-tenth of a degree warmer and 2001 having the same
average high as ‘13.

FIRST CRESCENDO BOTTLED
In March 2015 we bottled the first vintage of Crescendo Lake Cynthia Vineyard Cabernet. Made exclusively from
grapes grown in Block A of our Lake Cynthia Vineyard, it is a
robust Cabernet that easily rivals, perhaps even surpasses, our
Concerto - ToKalon Vineyard Cabernet. The wine will be
first released in March of 2016 and will be part of our regular
wine club shipments starting in 2016.

RECOMMEND US TO YOUR FRIENDS
Don’t forget to recommend us to your friends. As we have
grown, more and more of our tastings are being scheduled on
referrals from wine club members and past visitors. When
people call, we do not take appointments from just anyone, we
just could not keep up and we would not have times available
for club members. So if you do refer us to a friend, please ask
them to use your name when requesting an appointment. Then,
we will accept the request and we also get a chance to
personally thank you. You might also suggest that they not
wait until they are in the Napa Valley to try to schedule an
appointment. We already are booking appointments for the
Fall and we expect to be fully booked weeks in advance.
Reservations are best made via email.

BALLOONING OVER THE VALLEY
This past November we decided to try a balloon ride over the
Valley with our good friends Lynne and David Gleason. I
must say the experience significantly exceeded our
expectations. Our trip with Napa Valley Balloons started with
coffee at Domaine Chandon and following the balloon ride we
returned there for a Champagne breakfast. The Napa Valley is
an amazing place for ballooning because the early morning
winds almost always blow straight down the valley. We
traveled almost 8 miles in our hour-plus ride and the scenery
was spectacular.
Put it on your bucket list.

WINE CLUB UPDATE
Thanks again to you, our amazing members, our wine club
continues to grow. We are now over 800 members and
heading toward 1000. Our most sincere Thank You to all of
you. We promise to continue our zealous effort to make some
of Napa’s very best wines… for you.
COMING TO THE NAPA VALLEY?
If you are coming to the Napa Valley, a few reminders:
 It is easier and quicker to fly to Sacramento.
 We have 4 bicycles for wine club members to use
without charge for a half or whole day.
 Plan your stay early. Hotels book up early.
 Make Dinner Reservations in advance.
 Come and see us again.
BUYING OUR WINES
Ordering. We do not sell our wines in retail stores or in
restaurants. You can order them direct from the winery by
calling 707-225-2276 or by completing an order form and
sending us a pdf via email or by faxing it to us at (707) 2242490. The order form is available on our website
www.kitchakcellars.com or you may call us and we will either
email or fax you a form.

Ready to Fly: Our pilot, Lynne, David, Patricia and Peter

Join one of our Wine Clubs. You may join one of Kitchak
Cellars’ wine clubs by visiting www.kitchakcellars.com.
When you join a wine club you receive discounts of 15-20%
on wine club shipments and all other wine purchases. Other
benefits include a priority allocation of wines, complimentary
private tours and tastings at the winery, barrel tastings while at
the winery, an invitation to wine release events, an invitation
to our annual Harvest Party, free self-guided bicycle tours in
the Napa Valley and other benefits.
TOURS AND TASTINGS
We are open by appointment only, 7 days per week except
when we are traveling. All tours and tastings are private. Our
maximum group size is 6. Tours are at 10:30am, 1pm or
3:30pm. Come Visit. You can make a reservation at
tours@kitchakcellars.com or call 707-225-2276.

HARVEST PARTY - HOLD THE DATE
Wine Club Members: Hold the Date. Our 2015 Harvest
Party for wine club members is scheduled for Saturday
September 26. Make your hotel reservations early. It is often
hard to find a room in the hotel of your choice if you wait too
long.

Cheers,

Balloon over the Napa Valley

1094 Hardman Ave
Napa, California 94558
www.kitchakcellars.com
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